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R U OK? DAY 
Statement by Parliament Secretary 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.09 am]: Today is R U OK? Day. This 
national day of action encourages people from all walks of life across Australia to check in with family, friends, 
neighbours and colleagues and simply ask, “Are you okay?” If we connect with someone we care about and have 
an open conversation with them, we can help stop little problems turning into big ones. R U OK? Day is now in 
its fifth year. In 2012 an estimated one in three Australians asked the question. 
Research shows that people who have strong relationships are less likely to consider suicide as an option when 
struggling with life. Regular face-to-face conversations can help us to build and maintain strong relationships 
with friends and family. Last year the state government commissioned research on attitudes towards mental 
illness and stigma in Western Australia. More than 1 500 Western Australians participated in the study, which 
found that: the majority of people think that mental illness is a real medical illness, and not a sign of personal 
weakness or a problem that someone needs to snap out of; people are more likely to stigmatise when they do not 
know someone with a mental illness; and, more than half of consumers have self-stigmatised, with three in 10 
not disclosing illness in the workplace and the same number avoiding social events. Stigma, shame and fear 
surrounding mental illness can weigh heavily on people’s minds and prevent them from seeking necessary help. 
We all have a role to break down stigma and challenge stereotypes and prejudice. 
Each year, one in five adults and one in four young Australians will experience a mental illness. Over a lifetime 
this amounts to almost half of the population. Mental illness really is everybody’s business. If mental health 
problems can be identified and addressed early on, people have a much stronger prospect of recovery and can 
maintain a better quality of life. 

The state government strongly supports events like R U OK? Day. We have significantly increased investment 
and provided a greater focus on mental health promotion, prevention, social inclusion and stigma reduction. The 
total cost of the purchased initiatives by the Mental Health Commission in 2012–13 was $3.2 million. This 
includes ongoing support for the statewide mental health promotion campaigns Act–Belong–Commit, the Music 
Feedback campaign for young people, the Changing Minds: Mental Health Truths school education program by 
Arafmi Mental Health Carers and Friends Association, and the national depression and anxiety initiative 
beyondblue. 

On Tuesday, which was World Suicide Prevention Day, 150 agencies and stakeholders came together to hear 
speakers talk about the employee assistance programs, issues for fly in, fly out workers and families, and 
examples of agency suicide prevention plans by the Department of Mines and Petroleum and the West 
Australian Football Commission partnership. I would like to commend all of the One Life suicide prevention 
strategy partners for their commitment to enhancing mental health, strengthening social capital and reducing the 
number of suicides. 
By opening communication channels, listening to people facing hard times, being a friend and connecting people 
to services and community networks, we can make a real difference to people’s wellbeing and recovery 
journeys. I encourage members to take the opportunity to ask their family, friends, colleagues and neighbours, 
“Are you okay?” 

SUE SINCLAIR — PUBLIC HOUSING 
Grievance 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [9.14 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Housing. Today I grieve about 
the tragic case of Mrs Sue Sinclair’s family and her current predicament. Mrs Sinclair is sitting in the Speaker’s 
gallery. The minister has been made well aware of this case because of the media attention it has attracted.  

I will go over the issues. In May 2012 Mrs Sinclair moved with her son, Nigel, into a two-bedroom ground-floor 
unit in Subiaco Road opposite Patersons Stadium. Nigel, who had been on the priority waiting list for some time, 
was suffering the ongoing effects of a muscle wasting cancer that was attached behind his liver and growing 
prodigiously. Mrs Sinclair moved in with Nigel to be his full-time carer.  

Mrs Sinclair was married to Mr Cyril Hunter, an Indigenous man from Derby, who was an employee of the 
Department of Agriculture during the 1970s and 1980s when it carried out spraying of 245T, otherwise known as 
the herbicide Agent Orange, in the Kimberley. Mr Hunter died of various toxic related cancers on 5 November 
1983. Nigel died in July this year aged 31. When Mrs Sinclair and her husband were living in Derby, Mrs 
Sinclair would wash Mr Hunter’s clothes after he came home from spraying Agent Orange as part of the 
roundup program of weeding. During this time she was pregnant with Nigel. There is strong evidence that the 
cancer that killed Nigel was directly related to Mrs Sinclair’s continual toxic exposure to clothes that were 
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heavily laden with 245T. Vietnam veterans recognise the cancer that killed Nigel as being directly associated 
with exposure to Agent Orange.  
On the day of Nigel’s memorial, 19 July, the Department of Housing rang Mrs Sinclair and told her she had 
three weeks to vacate the premises. Due to the nature of his death and the age at which he died, Nigel’s body 
could not be buried until it had undergone post-mortem, so a memorial was held. It may have been unfortunate 
timing that the Department of Housing rang on the day of Nigel’s memorial. Despite being told by Mrs Sinclair 
what was happening that day, the Department of Housing representative proceeded to tell her that she was going 
to be evicted from the Homeswest unit. Telling her that information on the day of her son’s memorial is akin to 
pure heartlessness.  
Mrs Sinclair took Nigel’s body to Derby for burial as Nigel had requested. On the day of the burial she received 
another phone call. Again, one could say that it was unfortunate timing, but the department representative told 
Mrs Sinclair that she would be required to hand over the keys to her unit to the department’s office by 
22 August. As the minister knows, as a result of the media attention that Mrs Sinclair’s story attracted, the 
department has waived the three-week deadline it gave Mrs Sinclair to remove herself from the premises and has 
extended the date to 2 December. Mrs Sinclair is also on the priority waiting list. Although she was not on the 
notice as being on the tenancy, which often happens when someone lives in a Homeswest unit, she had filled out 
the forms before Nigel’s death. However, after Nigel’s death she was told that they were the wrong forms. On 
behalf of Mrs Sinclair, I plead with the minister to intervene, because the state has already done enormous 
damage to her family. Her husband died as a result of spraying Agent Orange for the Department of Agriculture 
in the 1970s and 1980s. Her son died because of her exposure to Agent Orange when she was pregnant with him. 
Does the minister really want this woman kicked out of her unit days before Christmas after, effectively, what 
the state government has done to her family? It would be heartless—unbelievably heartless—to do so. Please 
allow Mrs Sinclair to take up tenancy in the unit so that she can continue to live there. Normally that would have 
occurred as a result of her name being on the tenancy recognition part of the contract, but she filled out the 
wrong form. I plead with the minister to give this woman a home—she deserves it. The state government has 
done awful damage to her family. 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [9.19 am]: I thank the member for Cockburn for 
bringing this grievance to my attention. As the member quite rightly said, I have been across this issue because 
of the media attention it has attracted. I offer my condolences to Mrs Sinclair for the loss of her son. Research 
suggests that the loss of a child is the number one traumatic experience that a family can go through. I 
acknowledge Mrs Sinclair’s mother, Joy Sinclair, who wrote to me. Joy has a Medal of the Order of Australia, 
which is not easy to get; obviously she is a key person in our society. I looked her up on Google and note that 
she is a committee member of the WA branch of the Order of Australia Association, so she is a well-respected 
member of the community.  
Member, I did not know that Mrs Sinclair’s husband was a Hunter from Derby. As the member knows, I lived in 
Derby, and I think I know a family member, Eric Hunter, who worked at Main Roads and was quite close to me. 
I know that when I was up there Agent Orange was an issue. Not that I knew much about it, but back in the late 
1970s there were certainly stories going around that Agent Orange was used and drums were around. It was an 
issue. It is unfortunate that that chemical was used by the then Department of Agriculture.  

I also recognise that, perhaps, some of the phone calls made by the Department of Housing were made 
inadvertently on days when it would have been a bad time for a call, but I am sure it did not do that knowingly in 
that case. As the member knows, as he has a bit of experience in the housing portfolio, the situation with 
tenancies is that if someone is a tenant of a house and someone else moves in, there is a process in place by 
which that person can be added to the tenancy. The form is not that difficult to fill in, and a tenant is required to 
notify the department if someone moves in. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Nigel’s bodily situation did not allow him to go and do that. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I understand that. Someone else could have assisted him to fill the form. 
Mr F.M. Logan: His mum did. 
Mr W.R. MARMION: It was a very difficult and traumatic situation at the time and I can understand that they 
did not get around to filling in the form.  

Mr F.M. Logan: No. She actually filled in a form, but she then found out that that form would have been okay 
before Nigel died, but she found out later that it was the wrong form that was filled in. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I will let the house know the facts according to what the department has provided to me. 
Nigel occupied Unit 27, 154 Subiaco Road on 22 May 2012 as the only tenant of the house. Indeed, he was an 
outstanding tenant. There were no tenancy issues; there was no disruptive behaviour—not like some around that 
area. The rental payments were made regularly and the annual inspection on 22 May was fine. There were no 
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issues, so he was what we would call an exemplary tenant. On 5 July 2013, a rental subsidy form dated 2 July 
was hand delivered to the department that listed Mrs Sue Sinclair as the only householder. On 12 July, the 
department received confirmation from Sue that Nigel had passed away, and the Public Trustee later advised that 
this occurred on 4 July. Sue requested three weeks to vacate the property, which was granted. At that time the 
department did not allow Sue to take over the tenancy because she was not listed as a householder during Nigel’s 
tenure. Even then, if someone is put on the form, they still have to be assessed. People have to know something 
about a person before they can be put on the housing list. It could be the member or me who was in the house; a 
person has to be assessed on their income. That is why that process is in place, member. 
On 6 August, the department contacted Sue to ascertain when the keys would be returned. Sue requested a 
further month to vacate the property because of family commitments, which is perfectly understandable. At that 
time the department declined that request but granted a further seven days in which to return the keys and this 
was later extended until 23 August. On 8 August, Sue submitted an application to the Derby office for housing in 
the south east metropolitan region and she also listed her partner, James Hawke, on the application. On 
14 August, an advocate from the Southern Aboriginal Corporation contacted the department, and the department 
reiterated that the succession of the tenancy would not be possible. However, a further extension until 
6 September was granted. On 26 August, Sue contacted the department’s head office; her application for housing 
was discussed and it was agreed that the department would contact her about the documentation required to 
allow her to complete her application. It was the next day that the department was asked by the ABC to provide a 
comment. 

Mr F.M. Logan: All I am seeking is that there is flexibility and I am asking you to show leniency because this is 
a special case. 
Mr W.R. MARMION: I understand that. I will get to that in a tick. 
Sue has previously had a Keystart home loan, which was discharged in 2001, so we have been trying to assist 
Sue over the years. We have assessed her and her partner. Even with a dual income, they are eligible for a 
department house. As the member correctly said, we have given them a three-month extension and the 
department will be looking at that and working through this over the next three months to see whether anything 
can be done for Sue. 
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